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‘* As the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returyeth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 

return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which { please, and’ prosper in the thing 
‘whereto I sent it.” 
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beginning at home, that with them it too frequently ends 
there. But there it certainly should not, must not end ; 

if we desire to approve ourselves to Him, “ who hath made 
of one blood the whole nation (xa: stre;) of men, for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and d the bounds of their habitation; that 
they might seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him.” ‘This is the high ground on which 
it is the province of Revelation, and Revelation alone, to 
place its admirers; where, standing as it were “on Na- 


_ ture’s alps,” they can look down, with considerate impar- 
tiality andtender feeling, on the, whole race of mankind. 
It.was reserved. for, Christianity to present before us this 


noble and eularged view of the scattered family of Adam : 
nor is there another elevation, from whence we are able to 
take in the sweep of that, mighty assurance, “ I will give 
thee the Heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
ends of the earth for thy possession”. 

The maxim ‘referred to, however, i is unquestionably a 
good and a kind one, but the occasions on which it is quo. 
ted, excite some apprehension with regard to the spirit by 
which it is dictated. ‘There are some, who appear as though 
they could not afford even a trifling part of the public boun, 
ty. to go abroad ; and although it should bear no greater 
proportion to the sum total, than the exhalations from the 
surface of the deep bear to the ocean that rolls beneath, 
still it seems they would grudge it. Now this argues a cal. 
lous and contracted heart, and it indicates a policy which is 
far from being either generous, or considerate, ar. wise. 
that scattereth and yet increaseth, and there 
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is that withholdeth more than is meet, and/it tendeth to 
poverty.” I must here, therefore, honestly;declare, that 
the following pages are intended to embrace: the good of 
our own Country, with an express referency to the best 
‘interests of other Lands, and even distant Nations; and 
I rejoice, that in this idea thousands will covially concur, 
In proportion as we are enlightened ourselws, we shall be 
able and willing to enlighten other Nations, ' 
ifmo means are-used:to; keep'it, alive ;” but}: inly I do 
not write one line under’ an impression, the flame of 
zeal for circulating Seripture, which has beesf 
led, is either about to decay, or that it hak’even reached 
- the meridian of its brightness. _No; but w,j owe it to the 
cause in which we are engaged, to take an occasional re. 
trospect An impartial and general, surs of the pro- 
gress already made, by the Bible Society, | di 
Scriptures at home, though it 


| our Native Land shoisld be’ simveyed ini every di- 


rection to its very extremities, and that every. corner of it, 

with ali the Islands which surround and adorn its coasts, 

should be impartially supplied with the bread of life, has 
certainly been the prominent design of the Subscribers to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society for a number of 
years ; and if the spirit displayed by the Parent Institution 
in the Metropolis, may, in any sense, be considered as the * 
life-blood of. the eause collected at. the heart ; certainly it 
will be admitted, that, from that point, there is an un- 

eeasing circulation through the veins of our Country. 
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itvegards:the English Janguage in particular, in- 
circulation of the Scriptures ; such as the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, and the Society in Seotland 
for propagating Christian Knowledge, there have been is- 
sued already, by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
withm short period of 18 years, above one million and 
a half of Biblesoand Testaments! Had these Scriptures 
been confined to' Britain, generally dispersed through 
every County, ‘they would have proved an average sup- 
ply, Of one copy to every second English family; exclusive 
of the hundreds and thousands which are daily sold by 

the! trade.’ This, however, is-far from being the real state 
of the case, and, therefore, it is evident that much, very 
much ‘remains to be accomplished. The boundaries of 
the ‘English language it is impossible to define, and these 
Scriptures have not “been confined to our native land : 
many of them have gone to the British dependencies and 
colonies abroad; and‘ the habitants of that interesting 
part of our country, Ireland, which contains at least four 
millions to whom the English is vernacular, have received 
only about 300,000 of the number above stated, if so many. 
Besides, the thinly populated districts of every part of the 
Kingdom ‘not only require to be investigated as to their 
want of the Scriptures, but’to have a particular scheme 
for commitinicating the’ art ‘of reading applied to them. 
Let the most sequestered parts of each County be thought 
‘of as well as the crowded City. ‘Let but the high grounds 
of Northumberland, and Cumberland, and Westmoreland, 
with some ofthe remote ‘¢orners of Lancashire and York- 
shire, nay of every County, be exarnined, and there seems 
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too much reason for anticipating a sad tale as to some of 
our countrymen. in. these,.quarters regard either to 
their distance from all means of public. instruction ;. their 
being destitute of the, Scriptures, or their present inability 
to read. If in such districts Circulating English Schools 
were once tried, I doubt not but that our English Breth- 
ren in the more cultivated parts of these Counties, would 
soon finda rich reward, in beholding effects similar to 


those which have ee in more. hopeless and more 


But besides the language of thé United Kingdom, there 


spoken_within. its boundaries: to 
each of which; the public mind has now’ fortunately been 
directed. At the same time, there are several pointe of in- 
equality with: regard to these dialects in, particular, an. 
acquiaintance with, which is calculated bob to excite and 
regulate the. zeal..af those who wish to 
God generally diffused. 

In the present Memorial, he 
‘rian Sonirrvnkes, are kept particularly { view; and it 
is presumed, that various advantages will result from put- 
ting upon. record,. by: brief and comparative statements, 
what has already been done towards providing each of the: 
Celtic; or Iberian tribes, with the Sacred’ Volume in their 
vernacular tongue. As this sutvey was never taken before, 
it has been attended with considerable difficulties. I may, 
therefore, have fallen into some trivial mistake, Owing to 
the materials. being so. scattered, or,so difficult of access ; 
at the same time, I have endeavoured to be'as accurate as 
possible; and, I believe, the following statement will be 
found to embrace, every edition of the Scriptures which 
bas yet been published, in any of these dialects. 
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Welsh 
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Jiament (6 Elizabeth, c. 62.) 


_glation corrected and ready, it is 


«4 that the New and Old Testa. pf moray when he died in 1604, 
amment.be translated inte the Bri- 


tish .or Welsh tongue.”"——The | ‘mains. 


New Testament was accordingly 


. but no. trace of its publication re- 


accomplished by Huet, Precentor tego. Bible, in folio. Examined and 
of St. David's; Davis, correctedl by Dr, Richard Parry, 


Bishop, first of St, Asaph, and 


Bishop of St Asaph. Printed 


then of St: David's; and William ‘by Norton and Hill. As many, 
Balesbury, private gentleman of 
Denbighshire, who superintend- destitute, Parry undertook this 
ed the printing 


. aif not mest, of the churches were 
- edition of his own accord, assisted 
- Dr. .John Davis, the learned au- 


The Welsh New Tesla. thor of Dictionar. Latino-Brittan- 


published in’ London ‘by’ nie. ‘Dhe copy, which ‘was pre- 


and charges of Humphry Toy,” 


‘Testament, already publish- 
was revised, and the Old tran- 


Dow in the British Museum. 


1430. Bible. . This is the first edi- 


“1888. Bile comple bn The tion in 8vo. published at the ex- 
| pense of Rowlsnd Heylin, Esq. 
_* Alderman of Lendon; Sir Tho- 


slated, by Dr. William Morgan, Middleton, and other citi- 


Bishop, first of Landaeff, then of 


sented to the Dean and Chapter 


| "zens of London ; intended by them 
Asaph... The copy” he. pre- Wales... 


of "Westminster yet remains in 1647. New ‘Pestament, in 12mo, 
Hibrary. Dr. Morgan, who 


was presented to the see of Land- marginal references. 


daff by Queen Elizabeth as the 


‘reward of this labour, was assisted 1654. New Testament, in octavo, 


_ by six others, 4. ¢, he had access and.s fine large type. 
' to their libraries, and they revised 
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Scriptures, 


"Motes Williams's edition, Vicar 
_ in Breconshire ; about a thousand 
The Society for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge was concerned in 
this editioy, and, with the exeep< 
tion of thése printed and sold at 
Salop, in all that follow, till we 
come to the first edition of the 
British and Foreign Bible Socie- 


1678.. Bible, in Svo. Inconsequence 1727. Bibic, in Svo. smaller than the 
inquiry in. the year 1674, just last; 
1746. printed at Cam. 

_ bridge under the care of R. Mor- 

ris, Esq. of the Navy-Office, 

London, with contents and refer- 

These Bibles were sold at 4s. | u 

each, well bound and clasped, 1752. Bibdic, in Svo. printed in Lon- 

and ‘there were copies don under Mr. Morris’ eye ; more 

given to the poor, the last. These two 

last editions cost 4s. each to the 

1690. Bidle, in folio, in Roman let- Society, or 1.6000 for the two 

ter, called Lioyd’s Bible, superin- impressions, viz.) 30,000. ‘They 

tended by Mr. were desired to be’ sold at 4s. 6d. 
gentleman of Angleses. 


tion of this edition, was greatly) printed separately, by the Society. 
encouraged by Marquis Wharton, | | 
one of Queen Anne’s ministers, ‘The above Bibles, of 1746 and 
and by other citizens and ministers 1752, were all gone in 1768, 
of London. Mr. Gouge had died which. was at the: rate of 1500 co- 
about three years before; But it © pies on an average annually, be- 
is thought that, before his death, sides the New Testament. | | 
he had materially promoted the 
printing of this. edition, which 1159. New Testoment, with Pealms, 

has been frequently printed at 


~ Salop (Shrewsbury,) from this date 
1718. ‘Bitte, in Ove, called and forward. 


d 
MEMORIAL 1S 
| Che 
first year of 
after which an act..was pass- | 
ed for the propagation of the 
| Gospel in Wales, ‘This. edition 
| ie but incorrectly printed... It | 
consisted of six thousand copies. 
1672. New Testament, S8vo. with the 
Psalms in verse attached : pro- | 
moted by the Rev. Thomas Gouge 
} 
| 


Che Scciptures. 


ih Ovo. Bythe Society Bidic, by ‘the Sotiety, with 
‘gp tual, consisting, it is suppos- Pealms, sold at 6s. which was less 
‘half cost. ‘The impression 
and probably an additional num. 


1814 Bible, by Ditto, a small im- — 


T798. Bible. Ten thousand ‘Copies of two thousand five hun- 


‘the succeeding year, or thereby, 
they were all gone, and the 1818. By the 
could have bean sold. sf Bible Society, in various sizes, 


wa? from 1806 1818, 12 years, 
of 2000, which, by the sume pe- Welsh Bibles “59,297 
riod, were all gone likewise. "Welsh New Testaments 91,188 
3 


9500 
178,397 109,988 
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x Years. Bibles. Testaments. 
33 800 800 
XVIf 100 27,200 4,000 
100 
Furnished. Bibles. Testaments. Total. 
By private Individuals, - ~28,600 4,800 33,400 
bee By the Society for promot- m4 | 
ing 97,500 4,000 101,500 
. By the British and Foreign ; 
4 Bible Society, - - - 52,297 91,188 143,485 | 
Sold at Salop—say, | 10,000 10,000 
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The frat New ‘1807. Bible; emall ‘size, London. 

‘lated by the Rev. James Stew- By the British and Foreign Bible 

Society in Scotland for propaga- ve 

ting Christian Knowledge, 10,000 ——. New Testament, bythe Ba. 

he weet tish and’ Foreign Bible Society, 

1796. New Testament, 12mo, 24 18mo. 10,000 

~~" 21,500. 1810. New* Testament. By the Bri- 

tish and’ Foreign Bible Society. 

1802, Old Testament, 3 yols. Svo. 10,000. 

1807. Bible, 2 vols. or in 1. By the _ ciety in ‘Scotland for propagating 

same Society, ~ 20,000. 10,000. 
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Centuries. ‘Years. 
XVIII 30 
xIx 17 
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Bibles. Testaments. 
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| 45,000 ~ 30,000 
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, Bibles and Testaments. 
Furnished by the Society in Scotlané for 
Christian Knowledge 66,500 | 
propagating 
| ritich and Bible Society 40,000 
The B orcign - 
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Che 


The Natio Iria popalaion on ha milion 


1347. The New Testament is said to 1690 Testament, in 18mo. Printed 
‘have been . translated by Fitz- at the same time; both superin- 
ralph ; but no trace is left of it, eae 1000. 

7 


| 1799. Luke’ and the Acts, 12mo. 
Dublin, by Dr, Stokes. Irish 
her own expense, Irish types, and . and English, in parallel columns, 


1602. New Testament, finished and 1906. Four Gospels and Acts, 12mo. 
published by Archbishop Daniel of © Dublin, by Dr. Stokes. Irish 
Tuam. ‘The expense was defray- and English, printed in parallel co- 


ed by the province of Connaught, lumns, 2000 
P “and Sir William Usher, clerk to | 
the Council, about 1000 Asi. New Testament, 12mo. by the 


British and Foreign Bible Socie. 
1681. New Testament, 4to. in the ty, ‘There have been printed in 
Trish character. A new edition, — _ all, at this date, - 

by the Hon Robert Boyle, su- 
perintended by Mr. Rely, 1000 1817. Bible, im Svo. Roman charac- 
ter. By the British and Foreign 
- Bible Society, 5000. 

1685. Bible, in Sto, also at Mr. Boyle’s 

- expense, in the Irish character, 1818. New Testament, in the Irish 
supposed 1000 character, i. ¢. similar to the edi- 
tion of 1681, or 1685, but in 
1690. Bible, 18mo. for the High- 12mo. is now in the press to the 


GENERAL ABSTRACT. 
Century. Vears. Bibles. Testam ents. 
XVII 4,000 3,000 
Xvi it — None * 
six 9 5,000 15,750 
9,000 18,750 
Bibles and Test. 
Furnished ty Private Individuals, - « 
By the British Gnd Foreign Bible Socicty. 20,750 
28,750 
One edition of the N Testament 
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. 


MEMORIAL. 


She Manks Scriptures. 


1635. The Bible ts.said by Cambden,- Old Testament, 
and by Wood, in his Athen. Oxon, _pritited, and afterwards finished, a- 
to have been translated by Bishop 2000. 
reniains extant, and the -fact has ints. Vow Testament, in &- 


1764 The four Goapele anit Acts were —. 


1767. The Epistles and Revelation, the British and Foreign Bible So- 
similar to the last, 1000 copies. ciety,inall 2240 


1770. New Testament printed, and 1819. Bible, in Svo. by the same 


the Pentateuch, both in Society 5000 
RACT 
Century. Old Test. | New Test. 
XVIII 2000 £000 
7000 6250 


Besides 1000 additional copies of the Pentateuch, and 100 of the 4to, Bible. 


Knowledge, and by private Individuals ‘ P 
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From the preceding statements, it is truly, gratifying to 
remark, that the translation, the printing, and circulation of 
these Celtic Scriptures, have given occasion for the display 
of some of the finest traits of disinterested and generous 
conduct on the part of isptv1pv As; and that the good work 
of presenting the Sacred Scriptures to our fellow subjects 
and Brethren, in each of these dialects, comes before us 
with al] that is interesting in a voluntary and spontaneous 
undertaking. To pass oyer, in silence, the most remark. 
able of these men on the present occasion, would be to do 
injustice to ourselves, if not to, Caregnre the memory of 
departed worth. 


1. Manks.—The two individuals who are now quoted, 
by way of eminence, as the Bishops of Sodor and Mann, 
are Bishops Wilson and Hildesley ; and it is here worthy 
of notice, that, with the former, the Manks translation of 
the Scriptures originated, ond under ‘he latter, it was 
completed. 

The translation of the New Testament, in a particular, 
into Manks, was first concerted between Bishop Wilson 
and Dr. William Walkeryone of his vicars, while they 
were wrongously imprisoned in the gaol of Castle Rushen, 
by the Governor of the Island; and, under their direc- 
tion, the Gospel of Matthew was completed and printed. 
The other Evangelists, with the Acts, were prepared for 


the press by this venerable man, who was ‘68 years Bi- 
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shop ofthe Inland, and died, in 1768 atthe very avn 
ced age of ninety-three. 


The principal place, however, is certainly 


Mark Hildesley, Bishop of Mann, who succeeded. Im- 
mediately upon entering on his charge, the translation of 
the whole Scriptures was taken up by him, with the deep- 
est solicitude and ardour. The number of translators 
employed may serve of itself as one evidence of his zeal in 
the cause. ‘The Old Testament remaining untranslated, 
he divided it into 24 parts, which were first given to 4 
different persons; viz. his Vicar-General, Archdeacon, 
Rector, a Chaplain,* fourteen Vicars, four Curates, and 
ment. ‘These were all resident in the Island: the twenty- 
fourth individual, to whom the minor prophets were com- 
titted, was one of the Episcopal Ministers in Edinburgh 
at that time, the Rev. Wilkam Fitzsimmons. 

“Dr. H. himself applied with great assiduity to the 
Manks, and sticceeded ‘so far as to conduct the public ser- 
vice, in what the Islanders called “ very pretty Manx.” 


I would give five hundred pounds,” said he, “ were I 


enough master of it to be able to translate, and I believe 
I shall give half as much to promote the improvement of 
it in those who can.” It was not long before the Gospels 
and the Acts were ready and circulated. Upon which the 
Bishop writes to Mr. Moore, after-mentioned, “ the vast 
eagerness and joy with which the first specimen has been 


utility of the undertaking, had I had no previous persua- 


© Not the Bishop’s chaplain, for he is recorded never to have kept ane, but 


preached himself, every Sabbath, in his own chaps 


received and sought for, have amply convinced me of the 
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sion in my own mind, of the real benefit it miust needs be 
to the souls of the far greater part of the people of my 
charge.” As this good man proceedéd, his atdour con-— 
tinued ‘to’ inerease and no wonder, for it met with many 
things which were well calculated ta promote it. ‘* My 
whole heart,” said he to a correspondent, * is set on 
Manks translations. Hic labor hoc opus est. A poor wo, 
man in this Parish, upon her son's reading a chapter to 
darkness (dorraghys ) till now,” 
_ Jn this design, however, Dr. H. had to encounter both 
piliGhile and indifference, if not opposition ; as indeed all 
have had to do, in a greater or less degree, who have en- 
deavoured to promote the translation and circulation of 
the Scriptures in any of the Celtic or Iberian dialects, 
None of these things moved him, however, as appears in 
his letter of the 21st Dec, 1768, to Mr; Moore, “ Now, 
Sir, in answer to your letter of the 17th, I have to ob- 
serve, that I know of no Manksman who has shewn any 
dislike, as you seem to suppose, to the Society's proposal ; 
- put to the scheme of the poor wrong-headed Bishop, for 
introducing Manks printed ‘Gospels and Liturgy, several 
shaint; as if he were mtending to ruin the country, by 
extending the light of our holy religion to them who sit 
in darkness, for want of a Manks book, whereby to see, 
with their own eyes, the wonderful dispensation of God’s 
revealing goodness to the sons of men. But that the 
printed proposals were also received coldly, is also too 
sure; and that by those, who, I should have thought, 
would have lifted up their hands and’ voices to heaven, 
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faged, wy friend; No! Those, or a hundred pails of. 
water poured on my design, will never quench the living. 
fire of miy zeal to pursue it; so long as I have breath to. 
speak with, or a pen to write.”—-From the Manks-men, 
therefore, it may be. conjectured, Dr. H. must have met: 
with warm returns of gratitude and praise ; and so he did: 
zealous constancy, so on the other, he never lost his cha- 
racteristic lowlmess of mind: “ Your compliment,” said. 
he one day to Mr. Moore, “ your compliment about my 
importance to this diocese, especially with regard to the 
design I have in hand, I note that it comes from a friend, 
too partial im my favour. What my enemies say, if I. 
have any, perhaps may be more serviceable to me, by let-. 
me.” | ‘ 
Voluinéy 


the Bishop had. frequently been in the habit of saying, 


«‘ I wish but to live to see it finished; and should then be. 
happy, die when I would :” and these words gave a pe 
cuhar emphasis to the closing scene of his life: “ On 
Saturday the 28th of November, 1772; hie was crowned 
with the inexpressible happiness of receiving the last part 
of the Bible translation: upon which occasion; according 
to his own repeated promise; he very emphatically sang, 
nunc, Domine dimittis! in the presence of his congratu- 
lating family. The next day, in his own Chapel, he 
preached on “ the uncertainty of human life;” urging, with 
much energy, the duty of providmg for our summons 
hence, and standing before the great tribunal. In the 
evening; he again called his family together, and resumed 
the:subject, and this with such convincing force, and so 
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friendly a feeling for his domestic audience, as drew tears 
from ‘every -eye. Thus something lke prophetic 
strain,” did the good man seem to have anticipated and: 
to have prepared others for his decease ; for on the Mon- 
day following; {the 30th December, 1772,) after din- 
ing, and. conversing cheerfully, he was seized with apo- 
plexy, which in a moment deprived him of his intellectual 
powers. In this.situation he remamed a week, and then 
ealmly. remgned his spirit, in the 74th year of his age. 
His zeal for the completion and publication of the Manks 
Scriptures had continued unwearied through life, and he 
is said to have “carried it with him fo the grave, and even. 
into his grave: as he had by his Will directed that the 
guage, and left three hundred pounds to the Society for 
promoting Christian eigenen towards a future edition 

. The Rev. referred 
to. .He had been educated under old Bishop Wilson, and 
was Rector of Kirkbride, ia Mann. At the request of the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, and under Bi- 
shop Hildesley, he undertook the revision of the whole tran- 
slation, in connection with Dr. Kelly, and he was favoured 
with the advice of Bishop Lowth and Dr. Kennicott, both 
of whom took an interest in this work. One capital article. 
in the bond of union between Bishop Hildesley and Mr. 
Moore, was certainly his deep interest in the Manks trans- 


lation, which the latter even left on record, in rather re- 
markable terms, in his will, dated 14th December, 1'778,. 
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tnd the 74th of my age; yet of sound mind, good me« 
mory, and health uncommon at this time of life; for whieh, 
and all the blessings and comforts of existence, I cannot 
and author of our happiness; but; above all, that I had 


@ capital hand and concern in the Manks Scriptures,” &e. 
Mr. Moore died in the year 1783, at the age of '77.°) 
The Rev. Dr. Jouw Ketty, who has been mentionéd, 
tutor to the Marquis of Huntly. Heé was incessantly en: 
gaged, during the space of four years,’ with this’ work: 
He transcribed, fair, the whole version, from Genesis to 
Revelation, for the press. In connection with Mr. Moore, 
he revised the proof-sheets, and corrected thé press ; and 

he superintended the whole impression as far as the Epis. 
tles, besides the subsequent editions of the New Testa. 
stance occurred, of considerable interest, which is men- 
tioned by Dr. Kelly. “I began,” says he) “ to revise, 
the Bible, on the Ist of June, 1768. ‘The Pentateuch 
was soon also ready for the press, and we arrived af 
Whitehaven, where the work was printed in April, 1770. 
On our next return from the island to Whitehaven, the 
19th of March, 1771, with another portion, from Deu- 
teronomy to Job inclusive, we were shipwrecked in a 
storm. With no small difficulty and danger, the ihanu- 
script was preserved, by holding it above the' water for the 
space of five thin was almost the ‘cay: article 
saved 

1798, there was raised above 1.4000 im aid of the Manjes 
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Seriptures, and other publications in that tongue. Atnong 
the’ benefactions: there appears one, in 1770, of L.500, 
part. of the charities of her deceased father; Thomas Earl 
ardour, and gave at different periods to the amount of 
1.600 Sterling. Both the Bishop: and his translators 
were animated in their progress by the letters of this tru- 


ly excellent man. | In one, dated 7th November, 1768, he 


says, “As the Manks clergy have finished the transla- 
tion of one moiety of the Old Testament, they will not be 
weary nor faint in their minds. The illustrious, sublime, 
evangelical Isaiah ; the. plaintive, pathetic, tender-heart- 
ed Jeremiah ; the amiable Daniel ; the deep and fervent — 
Ezekiel, with all the other most highly favoured prophets 
and-servants of God, the Lord of glory, will be brought, 
through the Divine blessing, on the unremitting, honest 
labour of Manks clergyman, to speak to Manks-men in the 
Manks language. Hitherto they have run well, but they 
are not as yet come to the goal, where +) BeaCsiey awaits 
them all :—a crown of ummarcessible glory is in the hands 


- 2%. Gaelic. No translation of the Holy Scriptures, or 
any part of them, existed in the (Scotch) Gaelic language 
previously to the version of the New Testament, by the 


* Rev. Jaiiies Stewart, Minister of Killin, Perthshire, which 


‘Was printed in 1767, at the experise of the Society in 


¥ 
‘ 
| 
ks 
ra 
‘ 
4 
- 
| Scotland isti 
now is 
7 
‘ 
7? 
bad 
J 


MEMORIAL, a5 


and qualified to judge of the merits of the translation.” 
The letter of Dr. Samuel Johnson, in reference to this 
translation, has, within these few. yearg particularly, been 
_ often referred to, and: by some, as one of the best produc- 
tions of his masterly pen. But it is not’so’ generally 
pe that in two subsequent letters, also addressed to 

Mr. Drummond, he reiterated his testimony of approba- 
tion: “.That my letter,” says he,“ should have had 
such effects as you mention, gives me great'pleasure. “4 
hope youdo not flatter me, by imputing to me more good 
than I have really done. ‘Those whom my arguments 
have persuaded to change their opinion show such modes- 
ty and candour as deserve great praise. I hope the wor-. 
thy translator goes diligently forward. He‘has a higher 
reward in prospect than any honours which this world 
can bestow. I wish I could be useful to him.’ Be pleas- 
ed to let me know, from time to time, how this excellent 
design goes forward.”—“ I am glad the old language 
taught, and honour the translator as a man whom God has 
distingushed by the high office of propagatitg his word.” 
Many years intervened, it appears, before ithe Old Tes- 
tameht could be accomplished. was by 
Gentlemen who engaged in the translation, that it should 
be made, not from the English Bible, but directly from 
the Hebrew original : and, in order to facilitate the work, 
the whole Old. Testament was divided into four parts. 
Two of these were executed by the Rev. Dr. John Stew- 
art, of Luss, son of the preceding Gentleman, who; be- 
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work.-of this nature, is generally allowed to be acquaint. 
ed, superior.degree, with the niceties:of Gaelic gram- 
mer. T'wo-parts of'the:four were translated: by him, and 
the third, though tranglated by other hands, was finally re: 


~ 


the prophetical books, was done by a‘different Gentleman.” 
~ While Dr. Stewart was engaged im these labours,‘oror 
the eve of their commencement, he hadi:written to Mr. 
Moore, in the:Isle of Mann,-already: mentioned:| In his 
reply,dated Douglas, Isle of Man, 6th June, 1780, he 
says, “ You wish to be informed of our method in the 


versations with the learned and ingenious Dr. Lowth, who, 
you, was desirous to:know our method‘of procedure. 
His prelections had been of singular service to us; though 
the rule: we laid down to.ourselves, was to consider and 
thor, of whom a new translation: was to be made.”—«< On 
mentioning the (Manks) variorums to avery learned pre- 
late, he,was pleased to sayy: that our Manks‘ version, as it 
was the-last, so would it be the -best translation of the 
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‘Oughton, (Commander in chief for Scotland i» 1776,) one 
of the ‘most learned: laymen I ever had: the pleasure to 
know'by the:intercourse of letters 
.. The Gaelic Scriptures have been corrected again and 
again, and they are now arrived at a state of the greatest 
ment, is receiving the finishing corrections of Dr. Stewart, 
with the Society in Scotland for sais Clariti 
‘Knowledge, but it has-been perfected: at their expense, 
and continues to bepromoted by them; anchit is that’ from 
whieh: all the copies: printed ‘by the Britirh and Foreign 
Bible Society have’ been 


Gaelic New Testament, there had. been down. by 
the Hon. Robert Boyle, from England,: above:.200- of 
the Irish Bibles, which had been published at his. expense: 
about the year 1687, and were given: out by Mr. Kirk wood 
read some chapters every Lord’s day to the people, who 
never heard. a chapter read im their and om other 
days when they canchear.” Second, “That the. Mini. 
parish, and that it be not alienated from this design; so 
that if the Minister be removed or die; yet the: Bible: may. 


‘still remain.” Mr. Boyle had: been very'much- surprised 
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dialect 80 nearly allied to the Irish, as that they should be 
able to understand their Bible ; and said had he known it 
sooner, the impréssion would have been larger; for the 
Scriptures alluded to, were simply an overplus, remaining © 
on hand. But what was the event? Although through 
the medium of the Irish dialect, the trumpet might not 
give such “ a certain sound” as could have been desired, 
these Scriptures excited so much attention, that the in- 
habitants almost immediately seertied to say; “ Where 
shall wisdom be found, and where is the place of under- 
standing ?” Yes; such was the zeal and thirst resulting 
from a compliance with the first of the above conditions, 
that the people sent for the Bible, “ sometimes to one part 
of the Parish, sometimes to another, that they might read 
it on week days.” It was then returned upon Saturday, 
or Lord’s day morning, that the whole might hear it 
read publicly. Oh! how much is it to be lamented, that 
similar measures were not pursued without interruptior 
to the present day? 'The’vecollection, however, of such a 
fact, affords matter for the most pleasing reflection. May 
we not presume, that many good fruits must have result- 
ed, as certainly as there did from the snow and the rain 
which fell at the time? One effect I may be permitted to 
mention as a specimen. Amidst the public commotions 
of 1688, in that part of the kmgdom, scarce any of those 
Highlanders, who had received Bibles, or had been in- 
structed in the knowledge of the truth, were at all impli- 
eated, nor did they join the adversaries of the settlement 
at that period,—one proof, among many others,. that the 
knowledge which the Scriptures only power, 
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was placed before each individual. Bedell having now 


text the Bishop was peculiarly qualified. . His knowledge 
_ of the Italian was complete, as he had lived some years at 
_ Venice, and was the intimate friend of the celebrated Paul 
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The. Native: Irish.—The New Testament only had 


been published by Daniel, Archbishop of Tuam, 1602: 
when about thirty years afterwards, an English Gentleman, 
at an advanced period of life, acquired the.language, so as 
to address the people in it, and ultimately to promote the 
translation of the whole Scriptures. On this account, the 


labours of Bisuor will be held, 


pecially, in everlasting remembrance. — 
when he began to acquire the Irish tongue. . Having ad- 


vised with Archbishop Usher, he selected the man who 
_ was deemed the first Irish scholar of his day, a Mr. King, 
then about seventy years of age, provided for his support, 


and engaged another gentleman, the Rev. Dennis O’Sher 
reden, in conjunction with him, in the translation of the 


whole of the old Testament. The Bishop's favourite stu- 


dy for many years was the Scripture, so that the Hebrew 


and Septuagint were as familiar to him as the English. 
Every day, after dinner or supper, a chapter of the Bible 


was read at his table, whoever were present, when a Bible 


succeeded so well as to compose a complete grammar of 
the Irish tongue, and to have even a critical knowledge 
of it: as he compared the Irish translation. with the Eng- 
lish, so he compared the English, or both, with the He- 
brew, and the Seventy, and with Diodati’s Italian version, 
which he valued highly. For these comparisons of the 


Sarpi*. There also he studied the Hebrew language un- 


_ © Whatever inconiidisieies were found in this extraotiinary chasacter, Fa- 
thet Paul, his love to the Scriptures seems to have been remarkgble, He 
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nunciation. Impressed with a conviction of the supreme 
waportance of the work he had undertaken, he pursued 
it with unwearied diligence ; and having finished the tran- 
slation in a few years, he resolved to print it at his own 
expense. But now an opposition was raised to his under- 
taking ; and, to his surprise, he found that his opponents 
were professing protestants, who contrived to prefer vari- 
ous reasons for hindering the diffusion of Scripture in the 
Insh. Happening, it now appears fortunately, to throw 
out some vile insinuations with regard to the competency 
of the principal translator, King, they were thus instru- 
mental in producing that noble letter of Bedell’s, address- 
ed to the, Earl of Strafford, then Lord Lieutenant. 
«« Touching Mr. King’s silliness (which it concerns me 
the more to clear him of, that I be not accounted silly — 
myself,) I beseech your Lordship to take information, not 
by them who. never saw him till yesterday, but by the an- 
cient churchmen or statesmen of the kingdom, in whose 
eyes he hath lived many years; as the Lord Primate 
(Usher,) the Bishop of Meath, the Lord Dillon, Sir James 
Ware, and the like. I doubt not but your Lordship - 
will understand that there is no such danger that the 
translation should be unworthy because he did it, be- 
ing a man of that known sufficiency, for the Irish espe- 


took particular pleasure in obtaining Bedell’s opinion respecting passages 
which he could not understand; and when new light was thrown upon them, 
he exulted, it has been said, ‘‘ with the transport of one, who valued the dis- 
covery of divine truth beyond all things else.” Such was the care with which 
the read the Scriptures, that it being his custom to draw a line under any pay 
sage which he intended more nicely to consider, there was not a single word in 
his Greek New Testament but was underlined; and numerous marks of at- 

_ tention of the same kind appeared also in the Old Testament. , 
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cially, either in| prose or verse, as few are his matches 
in the kingdom. And shortly, not to argue by con- 
jecture and divination, let the work. itself speak, yea let 
it be examined, rigoroso examine. . If it be found ap- 
proveable, let it not suffer disgrace from the small boast 
of the workman, but let him rather (as old Sophocles 
work.” | 
to stay the tide of opposition! He then resolved to have the 
Bible printed not only at his own charge, but in his own 
house: and with a view to prepare the’ piiblic mind fa- 
_vourably to receive the work, he translated both into Eng- 
_lish and Irish, some eloquent commendations of the Scrip- 
tures, from the homilies of Chrysostom and Leo. . These 
he circulated, along with his Catechism, and they were well 
received: but before he could accomplish his great de- 
sign, the rebellion broke out, and before tranquillity was 
restored, he himself was taken to a better-world! 

_ Infinite Wisdom hath enquired, “ Who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is rood and the 
last year of this venerable man’s life, presents before us @ 
most singular commentary on this passage. In the autumn 
of 1641, when all around him there was nothing but fire 
and blood and desolation, a secret guard seemed to be set 
upon him, and upon all that he had. From the 23d of 
October, the day on which the civil commotions began, un- 
til the 18th of December following, he and all within his 
walls remained unmolested: indeed he was the only Eng. 
lishman in the county of Cavan, who was suffered to con- 
tinue in his own house undisturbed. Not only his house, 
but all the out-buildings, as well as the churcli and church. 
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‘of Décentber, when the Bishop tor cat. On 


tid and his feanily' were! carried to the castle of 


| 
whete ‘ell’ except himself were at first put 


on’ the ‘70h of January following, the famil 
y ‘were 


faneral;: on the 9th, the Jrish attended in great numbers 


the malice-of the profane, 
and from the: strife 


“however; ‘were “afterwatds, ‘taken off, 


‘gext’ Sabbaths; Bedell 

during dant of these; the SOth of 


mily in a most tender and 
scriptural manner, 
‘night-on the 7th he 


out at same 


time, * Réqui : 
atime, since the reign of good King Josiah, has the 


kind providence of God 
watched over his word: | 
jhas preserved it from fire and from. 


was preserved in safety, till about forty: 
directed spirit of a countryman. of their own, as 
 Hilkiah, ‘the Native Irish were greatly ind bt 


manneriin which he sp 
culation of the Scriptures in. 
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of the Bible Society. ware po 
inan not only printed the Irish translation at his own ex- 
pense, but contributed, to the Welsh, to an edition of part of 
the New Testament .in.Malayan, and another in. the Turk-, 
ish language. For some time he was in the habit of spending 
about one thousand, pourids on benevolent pur- 
poses. The Irish impressions.of the Scriptures cost himi 
was.ahout. the year.1682, that the Irish: Testaments 


were .sent .over «from. :London;: and. effects, .at 
most striking and.delightful,..were the results) Myla 


bour and industry,”: says..Dr. Andrew letter-to 


will other studies: I was, 


the good of sduls, inthis poor.country... I:have. been con- - 
firmed in this: persuasion, by: the the 
veral Gentlemen of the: country, Romanists, came to me. 


read chapters of it at mass to the Congregation: For this 
purposes: I wish that.a: great number: of the nextedition 


may be exposed to sale at a low rate.” But~Mr.: Boyle. 


died ! and with: himypalas! there expired,:for 


hundred years, all: zeal for promoting this good: work. 


Mr. Boyle, dated Feb. 1682, “my labour'and indus. 
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_ 8. When we turn to the Welsh, and the history of all 
that has been done to furnish them with the Scriptures, a 
few of these should certainly benoticed. = 

Long before the close of the finds 
permtending the printing of the New Testament in hand- 
some quarto; an edition which is said to have been print. _ 
ed at the cost of Mr. Humphrey Toy, in London. Dr. 
Morgan, and Dr. Parry, the successive Bishops of St. 
Asaph, assisted by several others, particularly by Dr. John — 
Davis, imbibed the same spirit, and walked in the same steps. 
Speaking of the edition promoted by Parry, in 1620, Dr. 
Llewelyn says, “ When I first heard of this edition, printed 
but a little after King James had had the Scriptures trans- 
and published for a more correct and perfect standard ; 
when I heard of this correction, and new edition of the 
same book in the Welsh tongue, I made no doubt but that 
this must have proceeded from the care of Government, 
and had been particularly planned and ordered by his 
‘Majesty. How much must I therefore have been sur- 
prised on finding, that nobody had so much as thought 
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of such a thing! ‘That Parry was entirely a volunteer; 
and was induced to undertake it, merely from the cons 
sideration of the 
country.” 

The first of the Welsh Bible in 8vo, wid 
promoted, as already mentioned, by private Gentlemen, 
expressly for the use of poor Families in Wales ; and this 
was only the commencement of various octavo editions. © 
But the most emiment individuals remain ‘to’ be 
tioned. These in their order were, Tuomas’ Gover, of 
London ; Jongs, of Lilandowrer; and Tuo- 
mas Cuagizes, of Bala, The first of these, the Rev. 
Thomas Gouge, was.a most benevolent:andi generous man: 
He sustained "great loss by the fire in London, so'that 
when his wife died, and he had settled: his'children, he 
had but about £150 per annum left. Yet although he 
was now above the sixtieth year of his age, he used:to 

travel over Wales once, and sometimes twice a-year. This 
he continued to do for about the last ten yeays of hhis‘life, 
distributing, with his own hands, his bounty among the 
poor and indigent. He set up a great number of Schools 
throughout the principality, and promoted the printing 
and circulation of the Sacred Scriptures to. an umprece- 
during these years not less than two-thirds. Yes, restrict- 
ing his own personal expenses to £50 annually, he devo. 
ted £100 chiefly to Wales; and, in consequence: of his 
influence with other Gentlemen, he was enabled to effect: 
as much good as would have required ‘times. his-ins 
come. The editions of the New Testament in 1672,.and: 
the Bible of 1678, if not 1690, are ta be ascribed ghiefly 
to Mr. Gouge; besides: a variety of publications in the 
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Welsh, translations from the English tpngue. ‘The ac. 
count of the faithful discharge of his trust, during his be. 
nevolent labours for Wales, is audited and attested by 
Tillotson, Whichcot, Stillingfleet, Pool, &c. He was a 
lotson from preaching for him a fwneral sermon, which is 
preserved in his works. ‘* His great love and zeal for his 
work,” says Tillotson, “ made all the pains and difficulties 
of it seem nothing to him. He would rise early and sit 
up late; and continued the same diligence and industry to 
the last; though he was in the three score and seventeenth 
year of his age-—For the love of God and men, he endu- 
red (in Wales) the extremity of heat and cdld, which, in 
with patience: but with pleasure; so that all things con- 
sidered, there have not, since the primitive times of Chris- 
tianity, been many among the sons of men, to whom that 
glorieus character of the Son of God might be better ap- 
plied, that he went about doing good.” _— 

The Rev. GrirritH Jonzs, of Llandowrer, the inde- 
fatigable promoter of what was styled’ the Circulating. 
Schools, having been assisted by contributions from vari- 
ous quarters, was rendered the instrument of teaching an 
‘Immense number of the population in Wales to read their. . 
own tongue. In the course of 24 years, from 1787 to. 
1760, exerting himself on two generations at the same 
time, the youth and the adults, about 400,000, are said 
to have been taught, and above $0,000 copies of the 
Welsh Scriptures disposed of ; so that, in a few years af- 
terwards, not a Bible or New Testament could be found 
on sale. 
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_ Jones, as he seems to have done that ‘of Mr. Gotige, had 
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_ with the Scriptures in their own tongue: the longest too 
which had taken place since the year 1566; and it was 
this long suspension of attention to the wantsiof a people, 
so many of whom had previously been taught to read, 
_ which operated in a most effectual way, among various 
CEE in giving birth to an InstrtuTIon for 
circulating the Word of Life among all nations, the ef- 


fects of which, we fondly hope, will continue to the close 


of the eventful course of time itself. - 


The Rev. Tuomas Cuanrtes of Bala in: Merioneth:. 


shire, having caught the mantle of his predecessor Mr. 


laboured most indefatigably in the work of ‘Education, 
and these labours, like those of Messrs. Jones and Gouge, 
had created an ardent desire for the Sacred Oracles. “With 
the exception of ten thousand Bibles, and two thousand 


Testaments, which had been disposed of in about twelve - 


months, that is in 1798-9, as no edition of :the Welsh 
Bible had been printed for thirty years, Mr. Charles ap- 
plied, with his characteristic assiduity, to the friends in 
London, for another impression. With a view to promote 
the design, he particularly examined every word, every 
letter, and every. stop: he compared eight different im- 
pressions together in the Welsh language, and three in 
English, deemed correct.” Eventually these labours were 


turned to account in both the editions of the Welsh Bible, ~ 


published by the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge. The 
zeal of Mr. Charles in his Master’s service is well known. 
In the close of an honourably toilsome life, he was distin- 
guished by éxertions in promoting the diffusion’ of the sa- 
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ered Scripture: and it is not improbable that the activity 
of his mind impaired his health, « My strength,” said 
he, in a letter to the writer of these pages, “ My strength — 
begins to fail me. for great exertions., Last summer,” 
(that of 1813) “1 was laid aside for two months by 
great debility of body, owing, my Doctors say, to over 
exertion. Through mercy I am considerably recovered, 
but still. incapable of .pursuing my usual labours with 
that assiduity and exertion I used to do.” During the 
spring of 1814, Mr. Charles often said, while superintend- 
ing an edition of the Welsh Scriptures, afterwards pub- 
lished by the Bible Society, .“ As soon as I have finished 
this, I shall be content to lay my head.on my pillow, aad 
die.” "This work was finished on the 19th of August, and 
Mr. Charles died in about six weeks afterwards, on Wed- 
nesday morning, the 5th of October, 1814: thus remind- 


ing us, of the last engagements and closing scene of that 
venerable and excellent eharacter, Ridjop: Hildésley. 


q 

x “truly the ‘memory of such men ig blessed, and their 
spirit and their example may well be regarded 1 in the light 
of an inheritance to succeeding generations. Their bene- 
volent designs were not, indeed, understood, or not ap- 
preciated, by many in their own day; apd with their names, 
to the ear hour, “no bard embalms and sanctifies his 
song;” while the poor people, for whom some of them 
toiled at the midnight lamp, certainly could not recom- 
pense them ; yet. still we are sure thay those who, under 
the influence of the love of God, thus laboured, shall stand 


in their lot at ‘the end of time, and be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the just. 
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Comparative Statements. hing 
These different translations now require to be compared 


with each other, in order to our ascertaining certain points 


of inequality, which call for our present consideration. — 


Inequality, as to Time. 


It appears from the above statement, that thongh Queen 
Elizabeth enacted that the, Welsh should. have:the Scrip- 
tures in their vernacular tongue so early as 1563, and, a 
few years afterwards, provided, at her own expense, types 
and a press for printing them in the Native Irish; the 
same policy was not applied to the Gaelic.population of 
Scotland, One should have thought that when James I. 
succeeded to the English throne, the idea would: have 
presented itself; but this was.not the case. The King 
approved of the measures of Elizabeth, and others, as to 
the Welsh Scriptures, and sanctioned similar steps dur- 
ing his own reign,, in reference to the Principality, but 
still nothing was.done for the aborigines. in this part of 
the United Kingdom. It is true, that in the year 1602, 
King James formed some plans for uproving the moun- 
tainous districts of his kingdom. ‘Three towns, which 
might serve as a retreat for the industrious, and a nur 
sery for arts and commerce, were appointed to be built 
in the Highlands and Hebrides ; one in Cantyre, anothea 
in Lochaber, anda third in the Isle of| Lewis; and in or- 
der to draw inhabitants thither, all the privileges of royal 
boroughs were to be conferred on them. . But this was ap 


overbearing measure. which proved of noavail. For the | 
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in their own tongue, before our coun 
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Gael of Scotland, as yet, no man arosé to roll away the 
stone from the well of life, that all might come to the wa- 
ter. Still, the translation of the Scripitures into the ver- 
nacular tongue, and teaching the people to read them, 
were not once mentioned; on the contrary, in the’ year 


1616, the act was passed for abolishing their language, 
as the chief cause of “ barbarity and incivility” among 


the inhabitants of the Highlands! With regard to the 
Native Irish, it must have been rematked, that the print- 
ing of the Scriptures for their use, has heen overlooked or 

the head inequality as to time, it is necessary to put upon 
record a few more particulars, painful though they be. 
- 1. Since the Gaelic New Testament was first printed for 
circulation, it is about fifty years. It was printed, at least 
for the churches, in Wales, above two hundred and fifty 
years ago; so that on an average, not Jess than sia gene- 
rations of our Welsh brethren, have Had an opportunity 
of being enlightened and cheered by the sacred Scriptures, 
trymen in the High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland! 

| ‘The Bible was provided for Wales 214 years before 
it wan published for the Highlanderg; and nearly £80 
years before the Irish, if we except the small distribution 
in Ireland at the end of the seventeenth: century. 

$. The Welsh Bible, in one volume octavo, was pub- 
lished for the use of poor families, in {he year 1680, but 
there never has been a Gaelic Bible in actavo printed, such 
as the poor Welsh peasant has been’ enjoying for 188 
years: the Irish octavo is only just pudlished. 
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inay be 


~ In the year 1767-8, we find Dr. Llewellyn; when pub- 


lishing on behalf of his Welsh countrymen thus writing : 
- « T cannot help lamenting the disadvantages of my 
countrymen in this respect ; for a considerable time after 
the Reformation, and, in some measure, even: to this day, 
their fellow-subjects in England had great numbers of 
Bibles of different prices and bulk, published in the reigns 


of Elizabeth, of Edward VI. and Henry VII. »In the 


next century they had, as I may say, an infinite quantity; 
not only of books, but of editions printed for their use. 
At present, (besides what is done in Scotland ‘and else- 


where,) the press is continually going at three different 


places in England for this end. Their supplies are as va- 
rious as they can wish; they ate as regular: and as plen 
tiful as the harvest or their daily bread. But for the 
supply of Wales, there was but one quarto impression of 
the New Testament, and one of the whole Bible in folio 
during the 16th century. They had no Bible of a port- 


able size and easy purchase, for nearly one hundred years) 


after the Reformation. They had but two folio and four 
octavo impressions in all the 17th century, and till a good 
way in the 18th. The whole number in these several im- 
pressions might amount to about 30,000 Bibles; which, 
if they had come out altogether, and were divided among 
300,000 inhabitants, would be only one book between half 
a score persons. But that would be a wrong method of 
calculation in this case. This may be the sum of what 


came out at different periods during one hundred and fifty — 


years, some part of which time here might not be as many 
Bibles as parishes; and perhaps no single supply before 
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this century yielded. more than,at the rate of; ten boaks, 
Happily the state of things is at. present different. There 
have been four impressions within. the space of the last 
fifty years, two of them very numerous, containing as 
many as all the editions before 1700. But still there is not 
the plenty nor the variety: which is enjoyed in other parts 
of the kingdom: There is frequent searyity and dearth: 
generally speaking, and’ for years togetiner; there is no 
Bible to be'had exeept by aécident. Th» supplies of it 
when they conte by intervals,-and.et considerable distances, 
they proceed fromthe henevolent, the generous efforts of 
particular persons’ or Socicties, which are, irregular or un- 
certain; andi which;\ ‘if. they are plentifuf, and especially 
if the books are 
sent, and few years want again.” 

Now, at this very time, in which Dr. Llewellyn wes in 
this strain pleadmg, and pleading certafaly like a Chris- 
tian, with the greatest propriety: on .b¢half of his own 
countrymen, the Welsh}How wete the ‘Highlanders si- 
tuated ? -Alas! they had not as yet even’ beheld any part 
of the Seriptures'in-Gaelic; nay, there were actually many 
doubts etitertairied,’ artd“differences of oyinion about pre- 
paring and printing the Scriptures af ill in this language: 
for it"was precisely at this period that Djr. Samuel John- 
with reference to the Gaelic Scriptures.; “I did not ex- 
pect,” said he, * that it would be in an assembly convened 
for propagating Christian Knowledge,—-a question whe-— 
ther any nation uninstructed in religion’should receive in- 
struction, or whether that instruction should be imparted 
to them by a translation of the Holy Books into their own 
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language.”—* To omit for a year, or for a day, the most 
efficacious method of advancing Christianity, in compliance 
with any purposes that terminate on this side the grave, 
- js'a-crime of which I know not that the world has yet had 
an example, except in the Planters in America,” } 

- Dr. Llewellyn talks of folio, \of quarto, and of octavo 
editions, and. there had actually been distributed in the 
had amounted to $0,000: copies, and-the.whole of them 
had. been disposed of in the space ef twenty years; so 
that, while,among the mountairinof Walessthere had been 
an average issue of 1,500 copied aamudlly, fer the pre- 
ceding twerity years—the Highlanders were only in the 
act of receiving their first copies df the New: T'estament. 
As to the Welsh Bible, if there were no copies for ' sale 
in the year 1768, after the distribution of $0,000 from the 
yeat, 1746, and a variety of editions of the New Testa 
ment with Psalms, published at Shrewsbury—there was 
_ not only no copy of the Bible in Gaelic 'at that time, but 


there was not one for more than thirty years after this" 


period ! | 

Again, “ For upwards 
said, “ from the settlement of the Reformation by Queen 
Elizabeth ; for nearly one hundred years from Britain's 
separation from the Church of Rome, there were no Bibles 
in Wales, but only im the Cathedrals and Chapels. There 
was no provision made for the country or fot the people 
in general; as if they had nothing to do with the'word of 
God, at least no farther than they might hear it, in their 
_ attendance on publie worship once in the week. "This is 
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astonishing !” But what would Dr. Liewellyn have said 
-with regard to the state of the Irish jand Gaelic popu- 
lations, long after this? What would have been his as- 
tonishment and regret, or, rather may I not say; what 


should be ours? In the same strain, we may lament over 


classes of our countrymen, in days that are passed, have 
laboured ; and we may well exclaim, “ For upwards of 


240 years from the settlement of the Reformation by 
Queen Elizabeth—for nearly two hundred and* seventy 
years from Britain’s separation from the Church of Rome, 


there were no copies of the Gaelic Bible to be found, 
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.” 

As to Ireland, excepting the gift.of Mr. Boyle, it 
may be said that the Irish Bible is only just completed : 
so that the case is still more claimant. In that highly 
important division of the United Kingdom, where two- 


thirds of the population demand our mpst serious and un- 


ceasing consideration ; the aborigines, in particular, have 
been overlooked and altogether left out, till lately, in every 
attempt to impart the inestimable blessings of the Chris- 
tian faith, upon kind and Christian principles. Yes, at 
this late period of time, we have to confess and deplore, 
that, with the exception of what has been done long ago, 
by Bishop Bedell gnd Mr. Boyle, we have only begun to 
apply to the Native Irish the same policy, in which, it ap- 
pears that Queen Elizabeth led the way; nearly 250 years 
ago! We are now only printing the Scriptures in one of 
the vernacular dialects of our own couniry, and only set- 

ting up Schools to teach the people to read it, above 270 
years after a proclamation was issued, ordering “ the . 
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(English) Bible to be brought and placed in the churches ~ 
under the penalty of 40s.- per month, for every month 
should lie without it.” Two hundred and seventy 
years after, “every one that could, brought the book, and 
busily read it, them, if: they: 


_ Inequality, as to the Proportion of Supply. 

Under. this head we shall look back merely for the 
last twenty years, and calculate 
that period. 

After the preceding remarks, how pleasing is it to'vb. 
serve, that a new and delightful era with regard to each 
of these important divisions of the British population has 
commenced; and that none of them are left now to pine 
away under an arbitrary and exclusive policy ? They are 
individyally considered as entitled to the same, boon from 
Heaven, which we have so long and so richly enjoyed. 
There was a period when neither the Irishman nor the 
Highlander could read in his own tongue the wonderful - 
works of God, and that long after the period in which our | 
Welsh brethren were going on with their Schools, and 
their editions of the sacred Scriptures, one-after ano- 
ther. But that time is now passed, and a different mode 
of calculation has been adopted. Prejudice has died away, 
and the time, it is presumed, is now arrived, when the 
only inquiries upon which we require to ~~ are, 


- s 
‘ d 
a a 
‘ 
7 
« 
4, 
> 
q 
> 
> 
- 


the number of the people, and the mimber of the 


~ 


of the Scriptures which have been. priyvided for their 
Education is now proceeding with rapid steps, both in the 
‘Highlands,. and ‘in Ireland—the proyortion of readers is 
imefeasing upon us every week, and #very day; and ex- 
cept the above inquiries are kept befiire the eye of those 
who profess to charge themselves witli the necessities of 
their own countrymen in each of there dialects, the dis. 
proportion which has hitherto existed‘ is in great danger 
of bemg continued. 

The inequality of the provision cannot, of course, for 
one moment, be ascribed to any partiality on the part of | 
those, whose duty it, has been to attend to the British 
department of the British and Foryign Bible Society ; 
nor is there any other Institution, aq such, to blame : it 
is the result of a long course of measures previous to the 
existence of this generation, over which they could have 
no controul. It is, hawever, an inequality with which 
all should now be acquainted ; and, whatever may have 
. been the cause, it is one which must. now be done away. 
Wolss still requines.to he attencied $0, andy on various ac- 
counts highly creditable to its inhabitants, it will be so ; 
but, on the other hand, the Cottages in Ireland, and in the 
Highlands of Scotland, must, be régarded as pressing 
upon us claims equal to those in the Principality. _ 

During the last twenty years, viz, from 1798 to 1818, 


| 
THE WELSH. 
Welsh Bibles printed, 84,797 
Welsh New Testaments, 93,188 


177,985 
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THE SCOTCH HIGHLANDERS: 


THE NATIVE TRISH. 


soe 


THE MANKS. 


Manks Bible, 5000 


7250 . 
Calculating the: Manks at 20,000; the Gaelic at 
400,000 ; the Welsh at 500,000; and the Native Irish 
at from one and a half to two millions ; the reader will now 
mark the inequality of provision made: and then he must 
also take into the account, that, in Ireland, there had not 
been a single Bible printed for a whole century before : 
in the Highlands and Islands, there had been nd Gaelic 
- been more than 20,000 copies of the New Testament : 
while in Wales, there had been large and’ repeated edi- 
tions, both of the Scriptures complete, and of the New 
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Inequality ‘as’ to the Number ond 
the Editions. 


ws 


ed, the size or shape of a copy of the Sacred Volume isa | 
matter of subordinate consideration; but there can be no 
doubt, that the number of the editions, and the variety as to — 
type and size, materially promote the reading of the Sa- 
cred Volume... - The-smaller type is most acceptable to the 
young, and the larger is necessary for the old; and if 
the different ages of individuals are consulted in one part 
of our country, nay, and their taste and their conveni- 


ence, there is no reason why this should not be done in 


every other part of the Kingdom. _— 

Of -the-New Testament, there have ‘been printed for 
Wales from ten to fifteen different editions; for the High- 
lands, as yet, there have been only four. In Wales, it 
has been once in handsome quarto, twice in duodecimo, 
and about, ten if not twelve times in octavo: in the High- 
lands it is only to be found in duodecimo, the octavo of 
1767 bemg long since out of print. Of the Bible com- 
pleté, there have been at least 17 different editions print- 
ed for the Principality of Wales: there have been only 
two for the Highlands, one of'which is out of print. 
“At the present moment, the inhabitants of Wales are 
furnished with the Scriptures of the’ Old and New Testa- 
mefit either in'12mio. or Svo. in three different types, and 
at seven differént prices. Compared with this provision 
the Highlander has'no choice—there is only one size, whe- 
ther of type or page. The duodecimo Bible of the Welsh - 
peasant is a neat portable volume, only jaf as thick as that 
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_ of the Highlander; which, when bound: in One volume, — 
measures from to! $4 inches in.thickness a most 


inconvenient and unshapely size for a duodecimo volume. 
It is, indeed, preferable to bind the Gaelic) Bible. in. two 
volumes; but then the weight ought to. be considered. 
The Welsh Bible weighs not more than th¢ first volume 
of 
less than 2lb. 9oz. English weight*. 


table Bible for the pocket—he has no octavo Bible, mor 
ever had, such as has been printing for the. poor ‘Welsh 
family for above 180 years, and such as. has. just been 


published for the Irish and for the Manksmen—hehas no 


large type octavo New Testament for the aged—while, at 


the same moment, the neat pocket Testament prized by — 


“Conclusion, 

I trust it will now be generally. admitted, that a 
case has been made out, particularly with regard to the 
extremities of the United Kingdom, which demands .i im- 
mediate consideration, » Of the disproportion as to the 
number of readers, in these different parts of the em- 
pire, I am, fully aware, and this of itself ought to be 
invariably kept in view; yet this circumstance will by 
no means fully account for the disparity as to the num- 
bers of the Scriptures printed. But why should we dwell 
upon causes, even an allusion to which is. now felt to be 


This is, however, an excellent and correct edition of: the Gaélic Sérip- 
tures ; and though it is not suitable for the pocket, ox for carrying such great 


distances as the Highlander frequently requires to walk to church, it suits ex- 
‘tremely well in other cases: but if the entire demand ¢ontinues to bear upon 


this edition, it will be exhausted much sooner than it ought to be, or than it 
might. 


Highlander then at present has, in fact, 
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painful? . The mists of prejudice, and; of an unwise and 
unchristian policy, have fled before the rightness of a bet- 
ter day, and the inquiry returns upon ¥:s,— What remains 
be done? ‘The Scriptures provided aie, it seems, not yet 
adéquate to the number of readers: while education is ra 


pidly on the increase both in Ireland ant! in the Highlands. ie 


Inthe sister kingdom, the proportion of the Scriptures yet _ 
distributed among the inhabitants is.buy small : and with 
reference’ t6: all ‘the Iberian ‘tribes in ‘particular, every 
English inhabitant ‘ought to be reminded, that, in his 
tongue, thete-have been of the Bible (jomplete, and the 
New Testament separately, from 250 4) 800 editions at 
least; while'in the vernacular tongues 0” these our breth- 
ren and fellow Countrymen, the editions have, compara- 
tively, been few indeed. For ages, the jight of divine re- 
velation hath shone upon us. with a clear and a. steady 
flame, while, in regard to these interestirig tribes and clang, 
the beams of divine revelation, so far is editions of the 
Sacred Volume are concerned, have, ‘like angel visits, 
been ‘few and far between.’ | 

I trust, therefore, that the prodigiow disproportion of 
copies hitherto printed in the Celtic, or Iberian tongues,- 
whether in comparison with the English, or, more particu- 
larly, ‘with each other, will not be disregarded nor forgot- 
ten; while, at the’ same time, all extravugence of propo- 
~ gal should be carefully avoided. Unde} this impression, 


Editions of the Celtic Scriptures desirable. 
_ I Gazvic.—Anoctavo edition of the New Testament, in 

# bold small pica letter, is very much warfted immediately ; 
and at no distant period, an octavo. Bible, similar to the 
English octavo, is truly desirable, and should certainly be 
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printed, except’ the necessity be 
superseded by the quarto after mentioned. 
"The Pocket Bible, and the 
size, are both daily inquired for; and, on account: of the 
youth in’ the Highlands ‘and Islands, 
not, without any delay, be reprinted? 
The quarto edition of the Gaelic Bible,» now in the 
‘press, is in ‘stereotype, ‘and has advanced, I believe, to 
about the end of the’ Pentateuch, at the expence of the 
Society in Scotland for propagating Christian Knowledge. 
» With regard to the Gaelic Scriptures, it will be remem. 
bered, that an increasing population in Canada, and vari- 
ous districts of North America, stand ‘in need of them, as 
well as the inhabitants of the Highlands and Hebrides). 
Tue Native Trtsa.—An Irish Bible, in the Irish 
character will, of course, soon follow the New Testament; 
which is at present inthe press: for we cannot too’soon 
become “ all things to all men, that we may by all means 
save some.” ‘This is a Species of Christian poliey, every 
_ step in which, will, before long, be richly repaid, and im 
a style peculiar to that long, long neglected, but most in- 
teresting people. Yes,’ for fervent and heartfelt indeed, 
must be the blessing which will come on the head of those 
who attend to the Native Irish, by distributing the Scrip- 
tures of truth among them, in their own ancient language: 
a people who are so susceptible of kindness, and are be. 
sides, at present, so like the ground when it tarrieth for the 
latter rain. “I speak of the great mass,” says one of 
their most eloquent advocates, «and I do think that I 
perceive a something in the natural character of Ireland, 
which draws mé, ‘more attractively, to the love of its peo- 
ple, than any other picture of national manners ever has 
inspired. Even amid the wildest extravagance of that 
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‘and ‘infornied the Socijty. for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, that: :baving meuired what further 
pomber'of the New or Old 'Festament, cr of either volume 
of the latter was wanting, for-the'presert use of the island ; 
he-had.found that abont!400 copies of the whole Old Tes- 
ahd New, would furnigh the 


eépies of the Manks New Testanipnt required to-be 
sent for the accommodation of the inhabi\ants of the Island. 


3 
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countenance of the ‘Irish ‘population; see a heart and 
‘alétig’ with it.‘ Amilf all the wayward 
anid ‘urigovernable flights: of ‘that ‘rare’‘pleasantry which 
there is’ something ‘by which the bosom 
of an Irishman can seriously and: permanently. ‘affected, 
whieh thin, in judicious*hands, is convertible into 
finest ¢esults-on the ultimate charactir of that people*,” 
the‘same attention ‘tobe paid t6 the Native Irish 

that there ‘has been’ to that of the! German 12mo Bi- 
blejoprinted ‘in! London ; and‘the'sam? attention’ to the 


Gaelic which has been to the Welsh nongareil, two elegant, 


portable, and*useful Bibles*would/be'the result... 


January 1746, the Bishop of 


inhabitants;—that to supply, however;,this.demand, and 
even wntil the'end of the century at least, 


thert “yet reinained. a sufficient quantity. in the hands of 


Mr. Moore or of the printers at Whitetjaven.” 


‘eéntury’was therefore suffered pass away, : 


not Jong after,’ viz. the Bishop having recom- 


his'clergy, ascertain the ‘vant. of the. Serip- 
‘tures: in»theit respective parishes, rety.rps were made in 


repented demands have, been sinee tbat pend, 
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and it now.‘appears) that, not’ less than 2250 have been 
‘printed..’ Such, being the request.in which the New Tes- 
‘tamentiwas held, the» Old: behoved. to follow ;. and, the 
reader must ‘have beei pleased to, leara,,that Manks Bi- 
octavo; published by the Bible Society. 
the W better provided 


than.the Scotch Highlander, or Natave Ixishman, yet it, wall 


 beremarked as singular, that they have never had theSerip- 
- tures completein quanto, not I believe in, 24mo, or the poc- 
ket The readers there, must be: numerous ; and, the 
tribe, are,in possession, of claims on the 
public bounty. peculiar to. themselves. . In a word, they are 
attention... Their liberality, and their collec- 
tions, have been such as to call forth the warmest tribute of 


gratitude, and approbation ;, and at. says not a. little for the 
Scriptures, that, when the arrival of the,cart, was announ- 
ced ‘which cartied the. first load, (of the edition printed, by 
the Bible in. .crowds,,to meet 
welcomed it asthe lsraclites did the,ark, of drew.at 


every measure adopted with, a,.view, to. et} 
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. Portions of Sacred Scripture... 
"When. such a profuse supply of Scripture is enjoyed 
appears te me‘particularly seasonable. (ur blessed Lord, 
it will be remembered, could multiply loaves and fishes at 
his will toan indefinite extent, yet even Hi¢, at such a time, 
demanded of his disciples, that they should gather up the 
fragments, that nothing might be lost. . 4 The food divine 
‘for pious souls,” asthe Irish have lately sled it, demands 
much more regard. It has, however frequently 
appeared to the writer, that, ‘children or 
adults, when at School; with complete cojjies of the Bible, 
Im many; instances,: there was much of nvedless. profusion 
‘and: waste; ' ‘That the Scriptures should te read at School, 
1s an infinitely umportant measure; instead of one 
hundred Bibles, in many cases, ten would’ answer the pur- 
pose much better, by simply dividing each of these copies 
into ten parts. Bind these-separetely, and then the book 
will not be so soon. injured=the back of it will not be 
broken, nor the boards torn or worn-frox(j it, as is too fre- 
quently' the case, when entire copies ate given to each 
Scholar, In; short, the books would nyt only preserve 
their appearance much longer, but the interest of the Scho- 
lar would: be. keptup by. 
different book, so frequently. 
suggest the revival and extension of an excellent old cus- 
‘tom, so far as schools and the art of reading are concern- | 
ed, that of printing, separately, certain distinct books of 
the Scripture. The Proverbs of Solomin were .at one 
period generally used, in this manner, in ‘most.of the pa- 
rochial Schools: in Scotland, and an Editin of them has 
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the Irish and English in parallel columns. I cannot at- 
tenrpt to say what may be advisable for Wales, but, for 
Ireland and the Highlands, T would beg leave strongly to 


‘recommend that, out of the Old Testament, the Psalms and 


Proverbs be printed i m one neat 18mo volume ; and out of 


the New Testament, Luke, the Acts, and the Romans, in “ 
‘another of ‘the same‘size. These two'small vélumes would 
“form excellent pocket Companiéns; they would at once meet 


Having thus mated the 


_of the present condition of our Celtic éountrymen,’ with 
Tegard to their possession of the ‘word: of fife, I may be 


permitted 'to affirm, that every argument which has been 


employed for the general circulation of the ‘Sacred’ Vo- 
lume, will here apply with - peculiar foree : and to these 


might be added, all that is powerful and tender jn the love 
of country, and, to many readers, the love of kindred. 
But to adduce arguments in’ favour of ‘the multiplication 


of copies of these Scriptures: the translations of which, 
were undertaken -under ‘such unfavourable and discourg- 


ging circumstances, as well as pursued ‘with such noble 


ardour ; the original printing. of which has, in every in- 
stance, been marked by such a peculiar cast of disinterest- 


ed and princely generosity on the part of individuals; and 


the circulation of which has invariably been followed by 


No, the spirit of the present day requires not the aid of 
argumentative eloqtience, on an occasion bitch as the pre- 
sent; and I therefore conclude, under the impression, that 
nothing more was required, in order to secure all due -at- 
tention to every reasonable want, than the humble yet 
powerful rhetoric of well authenticated fact, = 
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